
The Value of Buffalo/Red River Watershed Education at Hawley Elementary

Identify Name Local Watershed
Source and Mouth of Buffalo RIver
Locations in Hawley to See River
Recreational Activities Involving River

Hello Hawley Elementary 3rd Grade Teachers!

We hope all is well!  You likely know of the Buffalo River that runs through our 
community.  Are you or your students aware of its beginning and endpoints?  Do 
you or your students know where in and around Hawley the river can be viewed in 
a safe manner?  What ways is our river enjoyed?  Where does all of this water 
eventually end up?  With the help from the Hawley River Watch Team, these 
questions will all be answered using lessons and activities that are informative, 
engaging, and timely.  Here's why you need this and how it will be implemented.

WHY IS THIS NEEDED?
Recently, 3rd graders in Mr. Lofgren's 
class were given a survey about their 
knowledge of the Buffalo River and Red 
River Watershed.  Only 60% of students 
knew the name of our local river, and 0% 
of students could identify its source, 
mouth, and eventual drainage location.  
Futhermore, we discovered the majority 
of the students believed rivers to be 
scary, boring, or not on their radars as a 
place to visit. 70% of students didn't 
know where in or around town they 
could go or what to do once they found 
the Buffalo River. 
 

As of right now, there are no units or 
lessons solely dedicated to Buffalo/Red 
River Watershed Education here at 
Hawley Elementary.  Because of the lack 
of general knowledge, this is an 
untapped resource for learning and fun. 
We believe students should be better 
educated on our local watershed.  
Through this classroom lesson and 
curriculum, you will be better able to 
meet those needs.

HOW WILL IT BE TAUGHT?
This lesson will begin with a brief survey or 
pretest.  This will allow both the students and 
teachers to pinpoint prior content knowledge 
regarding our local watershed and river-based 
activities.  Next, a 20-minute classroom lesson will 
be presented using photos, maps, and through 
previous river experiences shared by our River 
Watch team.  Students will be given opportunities 
to locate on a map our local river, it's source and 
mouth, the Red River, and Hudson Bay.  

Then, students will be taken by bus on a 40 minute 
field trip to three locations in Hawley; Cederberg 
Bridge, Riverbend Park, and the Hawley Golf 
Course.  Mr. Chris Ellingson, elementary principal, 
will be your bus driver.  Out in the elements, 
students will be able to view, observe, explore, and 
brainstorm ways to pursure river-based activities 
in the moment and in the future.  

WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES? what will be the results?
In our experiences with the curriculum we've developed, 
students' knowledge, application of what they learned, and 
appreciation for the Buffalo River and beyond increased 
dramatically!  In our most recent lesson, students improved 
40% in being able to identify our local river.  Likewise, we saw 
100% increases in being able to name the source and mouth 
of the Buffalo River as well as naming Hudson Bay as the 
endpoint of local watershed waters.  On top of that, all 
students could list at least two places in Hawley to see the 
Buffalo River along with three or more activities to do in or 
around it.  Education + interests = engagement!

You're certain to hear a lot of dialogue in your classroom 
about what the students experienced on the trip and they'll be 
asking to teach you more about it. That's always a good thing!

Possible extensions of this lesson are only limited to your 
imagination and could be used to cover a number of 
Minnesota State Standards including science, math, reading, 
social studies, and art. There are endless possibilities!

To see our lesson plan in action, scan this 
QR Code for a first-hand thrill ride! 

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Contact Lexi Wise, Hawley River Watch 
Captain, at lexiwise5@gmail.com to 
schedule a meeting in your classroom!


