
Text 1

Text box 

DRAIN water-related 
equipment

CLEAN off all visible 
aquatic plants

DRY docks, lifts, swim 
rafts, and other 

equipments before 
placing into another 

body of water
RLCC River Watch

Top Row: Kathryn Tran, Natalie Vettleson, Tanisha Srnsky, 
Sidney Olson, Kaitlyn Morris, Carson Lambert, and 
Andrew Gryskiewicz
Bottom row: Paige Olson, Molly Smith, Morgan Plante, 
Bella Russillo, Katey Suchy, and Marissa Schiebe
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For more info 

River Watch



1. Zebra mussels spread by water 
related equipment being exposed to 
zebra mussel infested waters & then 
transferred to lakes and other 
waters that are zebra mussel free.  

2. Zebra mussel larvae (veligers) are 
free floating organisms that can 
spread through streams and other 
waterways using water currents.

3. Female zebra mussels can produce 
up to 1 million eggs per year.

1. Zebra mussels filter water 
resulting in removal of food 
sources for native aquatic 
species.  

2. Causes damage to boat 
engines by clogging the motor. 

3. In locally infested waters, zebra 
mussels can clog intake pipes 
& filters, reducing water 
pumping capabilities for cities. 

How Zebra Mussels Spread 

Environmental Impacts 
★ Understanding how 

zebra mussels move 
through rivers & lakes

★ Understand why Clean, 
Drain, Dry is important 

■

**This game was played with 3rd graders but can be played with other grade levels**

Zebra mussels attached to  
a native mussel

 Get Ready:  
1. Go through presentation and objectives in classroom with students.
2. Go to gym and get into 3 groups.

Get Started: 
3. Each group represents a different way to Clean Drain Dry (C.D.D.).
4. First group of students gets into boats (1st group doesn’t C.D.D. = zebra 

mussel infestation. Lakes lose diversity of fish & aquatic plants).
5. Second group gets into boats; only ½ C.D.D. (same result as group #1).
6. Third group gets into boats (all C.D.D. = no spread of zebra mussels).

Finish:
7. Return to classroom to reflect on game and take post quiz. (Majority of 

students scored a 94%+ on post quiz; some quiz questions below.)
8. Bobber cookies for a job well done! 


