
Hawley 2022 River Watch Forum Written Summary

On January 28th, 2022, the Hawley River Watch group hosted a River Watch event at

Hawley Elementary. The event was held for 6th grade students, who were our target audience

based on our objectives as well as our desired outcomes for the event. It was a very successful

day for us, as the event went well, and we walked away with some key findings.

When our team decided on who our target audience would be, we decided to host an

event for 6th grade students. We chose 6th graders because one of our objectives was to

increase River Watch membership. What better way to increase membership than to target a

fresh crop of students who will have the opportunity to join River Watch in their future. Another

objective we had was to educate students on the hows and whys of water sampling. We simply

wanted students to know more about the key part of River Watch. Finally, we wanted to increase

recreational safety awareness, and to clear up misconceptions about the rivers. We wanted to

convey the message that our river is clean and safe to enjoy.

Planning the event started on December 16th, 2021. Several of our team members

spent the entire day brainstorming objectives, desired outcomes, and an action plan for the

event. We chose 6th grade because our River Watch advisor, Mr. Beau Lofgren, is a 6th grade

teacher and to this point there has never been a River Watch event just for 6th grade students.

Once our target audience was established, we decided on objectives that would be impactful,

realistic, and fun.

We wanted to increase membership because we have a lot of fun and not many people

know about River Watch. We also have a lot of seniors that will be leaving next year so our

numbers will be down. Because of those reasons we decided that 6th grade was our perfect

target audience. We chose to host a river watch event that consisted of 3 hands-on exhibits.

Through informal conversations during his classes, Lofgren’s sixth grade students had

asked him, “What do River Watch students do exactly?” That was how we came up with the

idea of having a water sampling station. We coordinated with Taylor Lemieux, who is a

monitoring and education specialist with the International Water Institute, to get all the water

sampling equipment we needed for our event. The equipment she helped us obtain included a

Van Dorne, a Secchi Tube, vests for students to wear, a tape down measure, and sampling

sheets. Our team provided a ladder and a large plastic container full of water to simulate taking

a water sample off of a bridge. We expected this exhibit would be engaging and exciting for

students and would paint a better picture of what we actually do when we sample.



Along with educating students about River Watch water sampling, we also wanted to

make safety and recreation top priorities of our event. One of our members brought in a kayak,

paddle, and life jacket for a recreation and safety station. Our goals were that members would

show students the proper way to put on a personal flotation device, reenact kayaking situations,

have the students explain what they were doing wrong, and demonstrate appropriate and safe

kayak use.

Our final exhibit was geared towards clearing up misconceptions about rivers and

teaching a mini lesson about the Buffalo River. The plan was to give all 6th graders a pretest to

discover their knowledge about the Buffalo River, as well as what they knew about rivers in

general. The results of the pretest would help determine what we would incorporate into our

mini lesson. We also wanted to share personal stories about how clean and enjoyable the

Buffalo River can be.

Finally the day of our event arrived! Eleven team members pitched in to make this event

happen. The team arrived about 45 minutes early to set up various stations and to cover any

last minute problems. Because everyone did their part in terms of preparation the event ran

smoothly. Overall, students were active participants, eager to ask questions, and we saw smiles

on everyone's faces. We gave a post test after the event to survey how the day went and the

reviews were very positive. Many students asked the question, “Can you come back and visit us

again?”

Was this event a success? OF COURSE IT WAS! We were able to create realistic

objectives. Those objectives were met based on the activities we planned, general observations

of the event itself, and the data we collected based on the pre-test and post-test results. Our

observation of the pretest was that many students were not interested in joining River Watch.

After our event the amount of students that wanted to join went up immensely, as you can see in

our graph below. Students showed tremendous growth on the hows and whys of water sampling

largely due to the sampling station. We also made a last minute group decision to allow the

students to take water samples themselves versus just our team members. That created a

whole new engaging and connecting opportunity between the equipment, how to use it, and why

we use it. Our observation of the pretest was that not many students knew about water

sampling. From our post test observation shown in the graph below, after the event many of the

students were able to explain why water sampling is important. Based on the pre test results

students had a pretty good handle on the importance of safety and water recreational

knowledge, which was encouraging. Still we proceeded with the kayaking and water safety



station and did some improvising to cover unique water safety situations. Exit interviews with the

6th grade students were positive and all three stations were equally popular while we used them

to successfully meet our objectives.

In conclusion we are extremely satisfied with our 2022 River Watch Forum Project. From

the planning stages to running the event itself there are many positives that can be taken away

from an experience like this. The students learned a lot more about the Buffalo River, water

safety and recreation, and the Hawley River Watch program. Our team created an awesome

event and played into each other's strengths to get the tasks done and savored the smiles on

the students' faces during the entire event. It was a very memorable experience!


