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Summary
For this year’s forum, we wanted our project to teach others about what our River Watch

team does. We thought that a lot of people in our community didn’t really know what River
Watch is, so we decided to put together a “River Watch Demo Day” for them to come and learn
about our jobs on the River Watch team. We also decided to use the information we gathered as a
recruitment tool for next year’s River Watch team applicants. We presented it during the last hour
of school one day to the 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students that were interested.

The Planning
After we decided what we wanted to accomplish with our project, we chose to hold an

event where the community could come learn about what we do for River Watch. We picked a
date that did not have anything else going on, and a day that would work for all of our team
members. We wanted our event to be set up like a science fair, so that people could come and go
during a set time slot and walk around to different stations to learn about what we do. We
planned to have four different stations; two for the equipment we use on our data sampling trips,
one for trivia and information about our rivers and our watershed, and one to explain our
macroinvertebrate sampling day. Our eight team members split into groups of two and each
partner group picked a station to present for.

- We separated the equipment into two groups; one with the Van Dorn, Secchi tube, and
Turbidity, the other with the Sond, tape down, and measuring stick.

- Group 1: Trivia/Information
- We were the first station to present, so we wanted to incorporate why we were

doing this and what it is for. For our station, we decided to spread awareness
about the sites we collect data from, information about our sub watershed, major
river basin, and related River Watch topics. We used the 2022 River Watch Forum
Assignment from part one as well as our brain to come up with questions to ask
the audience.

- Group 2: Equipment part 1
- Our group for equipment had the Van Dorn, Secchi Tube, and Turbidity.
- We didn’t have to do much preparing since we knew how the equipment worked.

We basically met together and made a Google doc explaining how each piece of
equipment is used and then we did a little write up on what it is used for. Some
stuff we had to do a little more research just to make sure that we had it down and
knew what we were talking about.

- Group 3: Equipment part 2
- Our group of equipment had the Sond and Tape Down.
- We prepared by making a small list of important information we had to remember

when presenting our equipment. The list of information was mostly about the



RLF River Watch 2022

Sond, as it is a very important piece of equipment. The Tape Down however we
didn’t take notes on as we knew the importance of the instrument by heart.

- Group 4: macroinvertebrates
- For our macroinvertebrate station, we chose to explain what macroinvertebrates

are, why we care about them, where to find them, how to collect them, what we
do after collecting them, and what we do with the information we find.

- We printed off pictures of a few different species we found, the different habitats
you would expect to find them in, our group on our sampling day, the key we used
to identify the different species, and an example of a PTI sheet.

The Marketing
We created a flyer to advertise our event and posted it on our social media platforms like

Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat to spread the word. We also spread the information through
word of mouth to family, friends, and coworkers.

The Outcome
We held our event on February 27th from 2-4 pm. Our demo day went very well! We all

showed up early to set up our stations and practice our presentations, and then we had our first
guests. We offered complimentary beverages for each of our guests. They picked a station to start
at and rotated throughout all of the stations. We interviewed a couple of groups to see what the
impact of our event had, and each person interviewed stated that they learned a lot of things
about our rivers that they did not know before. About a week after our presentation to the
community we presented to the tenth grade class at our school to educate them and show them
you can learn and have fun at the same time! We spent a total of about 45 minutes talking about
what we do. The first group that presented explained what rivers around us we sampled and
provided information on identifying parts of the river.The next two groups explained how to use,
read, and clean each piece of equipment correctly. The last group talked about the
macroinvertebrates we collected and saw in our local rivers and the importance of these samples.
It seemed like we had a few 10th graders who were interested in joining River Watch next year.

Our intentions were for this event to teach our community about River Watch and what
goes on in our rivers, and from our interviews, we think our team succeeded.

One thing we would do differently if we were to hold another event like this, would be to
spread the word more. We didn’t spread it early enough, so we didn’t get the amount of people
we were hoping for. We would also try to get more planning ahead of time so we wouldn't have
to have a zoom meeting to plan.


