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ADVERTISING/MARKETING
All advertising was done by email communication between our River Watch

team and the 5th and 6th grade teachers in our elementary school.  They were told the
following:

1. That our River Watch team was doing the education
2. That the intended audience was all 5th and 6th grade students at SAC (total of

42 students)
3. A video was prepared by one of the River Watch team as a “teaser or trailer”

and sent to the elementary the week of the presentations with an open-ended
question embedded in it.  The video consisted of individual pictures that
represent the material that is going to be taught by the six River Watch
groups.  This video was our main advertising of the event.

4. The event date, time and format was passed on through emails from the River
Watch team to the respective teachers.

5. All learning groups were made to be age-appropriate.

VIDEO
1. Included

WRITTEN SUMMARY
1. Format:  42 students were put into six groups of seven students.  Each station

consisted of a short presentation followed by a hands-on activity.  The length
of each station was ten minutes.

2. Students rotated to all six stations.
3. A pretest was sent to the appropriate teachers the week of the presentations

and completed.  The average percentage on the pretest was 61%.
4. A post test was administered at the end of the presentations.  The average

score on the post test was 90%.  There was a 29% increase due to our
teaching so we feel good about what we taught and how we taught it.

5. There were six groups of students teaching the following subjects:
a. Recreation on our rivers (list types of recreational activities on our rivers)
b. Pollution in the Red River Basin (types, causes and solutions)
c. Transparency and pH of our rivers (how to measure each and why such

differences between our most eastern site and western site in regard to
transparency)

d. Erosion in the Red River Basin (types, causes and solutions)
e. Red River Basin basics (headwaters and mouth of Red River, states and

nations of basin, direction of water flow in basin)
f. Water Cycle (precipitation, evaporation, condensation, how humans affect

water cycle)



6. Each group of students wrote 3 questions (objectives) that they had to
include in their 10 minute presentations.  These questions/objectives were
modified and made into the 18 test questions

7. The planning for our project consisted of weekly meetings at 12:10 during
lunch for the preceeding 6 weeks leading up to the event.  Groups were
picked, general topics brainstormed, topics chosen, research done and format
for presentation and hands-on activity chosen and worked on.

8. Our goal was to instruct on a wide variety of water-related topics in the Red
River Basin.  We measured success by using a pretest-posttest evaluation
with a 29% improvement shown (the test was identical).  A less accurate
measurement of success was done when our instructor verbally asked the
entire 5th and 6th grade a series of questions related to the activity and he was
given appropriate and accurate responses.

9. EVALUATION…
a. We did our planning through emails with the elementary teachers

involved
b. We spent an appropriate amount of time working during lunches

preparing
c. Our pretest and posttest scores indicated significant learning took place
d. Our River Watch group discussions after stated that we should have tried

to incorporate even more hands-on activities for the students.
e. Further discussions stated that “if we did this again we would like to

practice more because the first two groups weren’t as good as the last
four because we got better at teaching our subject matter”.

MISCELLANEOUS
1. We had seven groups of students.  Six groups were involved in teaching and

one was our media team responsible for photography, video and video
production.

2. A total of 23 10th-12th grade students were involved in this project.
3. We liked our introductory video/trailer/teaser because we felt it tied all six

of our stations together.  We were trying to show through an open-ended
process the interconnectedness of the Red River Basin.  This was brought up
before we the groups and then after we were finished.


