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Support and funding provided by:
“Support for the River Watch Program is provided by the “local” Watershed 
District, Red River Watershed Management Board, Minnesota Clean Water 
Fund, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Red River Joint Water Resource 
District, North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality.
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Plans for 2023
For River Watch 2023-2024, we envision a future where we are able to have RiverWatch as extracurricular 
activity. We currently only have advisory days to work on the River Watch forum project. An advisory day is 
only on Wednesday and lasts for 25-30 minutes. It would be nice if we could work on research and the 
River Watch forum project everyday. Future research we would like to look into taking more samples 
frequently and test them for contaminants. We also would like to study the ecology of our local area and try 
to make connections between the local ecology and water quality. 

This picture shows our river watch team after 
we just got done invertebrate sampling. 

River watch Introduction 
Team Leader: Paul Nelson 
Team Members:
Seniors: Paige Olson, Molly Smith, Aurora Mitzner, Kaleb 
Fougner, Carlee Whalen, Tyler Parsley, Brett Anderson
Juniors: Caden Lee, Peyton O’neill, Everett Svendsen, 
Timothy Torgeson 

 As the Red Lake County River watch team, we cover a large 
portion of the Clearwater River Sub-watershed which lies 
within the Red Lake River Watershed. All the water from our 
sample sites dumps into the  Clearwater River. The 
confluence of the Clearwater River with the Red Lake River is 
in Red Lake Falls, MN. Then the mouth of the Red Lake River 
is in East Grand Forks, MN, where the Red Lake River flows 
into the Red River. This makes out water system part of the 
Red River Basin 
We sample the following rivers within the Clearwater River 
Sub-watershed: the Poplar River, Lost River, Clearwater 
River, and Hill River

This is a picture of the seniors that went sampling that day. ( missing 
Kaleb Fougner and Molly Smith) 

The table above shows the results of the Red Lake County Central Riverwatch data ranging from 2014-2021 compared 
to the MN Water Quality (WQ) standards for waters that support aquatic life and recreational uses. None of our WQ 
sites failed to meet the standards.

This chart shows the delineation data for our sites. The first column 
shows the drainage area of each site, the second shows the percentage 
of watershed upstream for each site, the third column ranks the sites on 
size, and the last one ranks them on transparency.

The smaller the drainage area, the more transparent the water will be


