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River Rendezvous

Promoting watershed education and awareness in the Red Basin

———

L gy

\“;ftl_"r.'wt\:._:\‘.._al\-,‘f."'i‘:'ln_’l'll'mli‘.l.\tn.‘-

,

Building Your Future
All River Watch students and teachers attend the Forum each year to celebrate their

involvement in the program, to connect with their peers, and of course, to see which teams

edged out the competition in the yearly assignment. The 24™ River Watch Forum brought
together 20 high schools
and nearly 250 students
and teachers from the
Red River Basin. The
theme, Building Your
Future, was chosen to
inspire students about
the possibilities of the
years to come. All of the
activities and
opportunities in River
Watch relate to water or
rivers, but the skills that
students gain from our
year-round program can

be transferred into many

career paths.
One of the highlights of the day was our keynote speaker, Natalie Warren. Natalie

paddled from Minneapolis to Hudson Bay in 2011 and has worked hard to build her future

ever since that adventure. She started a non-profit, studies economics relating to river
recreation, writes for Canoe and Kayak magazine, and is writing a book about her Hudson
Bay adventure. Natalie was the perfect fit for this year’s theme and is a great example of
someone who has worked hard to seamlessly connect their passion and career.

Teamwork was a major focus of other activities throughout the day. River Watch teams
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had to work together to complete River Watch
Escape (our version of an escape room that
consisted of clues hidden in ‘a day in River
Watch’). The hands-on breakout session was
led by Laura Salmela and allowed students to
g get creative by painting a river scene on a
small canvas. Each canvas was simply marked
to determine where water was present; little
did River Watch teams know that these 32
canvases fit together into a large art piece that
had rivers flowing from one end to the other.
This was a great example of how rivers and
watersheds function--working together to
paint the big picture.

River Watch continues to connect students,

teachers, and other citizens to their

watershed. We are
grateful for the
commitment from
schools and teachers to
embrace this program
and to make it what it is
today. We're also very
thankful for our
supporters and funding

partners who have

helped to grow our
program.
Next year we’'ll be celebrating 25 years of River Watch in the Red River Basin!
- Asher Kingery, Project Specialist-

Data-Driven Problem Solving
For this year's River Watch Forum team assignment, we tasked students to identify an
issue within their watershed and to propose a solution supported by data. Many team
submissions exceeded our expectations, making judging a difficult task for judges this year.
We received submissions which identified a wide variety of issues and unique solutions,

several of which have sparked action within the organization to which teams presented.
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Linked here is a page featuring each team which submitted a story map for judging. Links

under each team photo will allow you to view individual story maps in their entirety.

River Watch Forum Awards
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Red Lake County Central accepts the 2019 River Watch Forum Judges' Choice Gold Award, presented by
Ashley Hitt (right) of the Red Lake Watershed District. The team researched a water quality issue on the

Hill River near Brooks, MN. View their story map here.
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Stephen-Argyle Central accepts the 2019 River Watch Forum Judges' Choice Silver Award, presented by
Andy Ulven (back row, right). The team researched bank erosion issues on the Tamarac River in Stephen,

MN. View their story map here.

Minto accepts the 2019 River Watch Forum Judges' Choice Bronze Award (tie), presented by Andy Ulven

(right). The team explored the confusion which exists locally surrounding Ardoch National Wildlife

Refuge's boundaries and public use. View their story map here.
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Hawley accepts the 2019 River Watch Forum Judges' Choice Bronze Award (tie), presented by Andy Ulven
(right). The team focused on local perceptions of the Buffalo River’s recreational suitability and proposed a

community paddling event to introduce residents to the opportunities in their backyard. View their story

map here.
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Stephen-Argyle Central accepts the 2019 River Watch Forum Managers' Choice Award from Middle-

Snake-Tamarac Rivers Watershed District board member Roger Mischel.

Pat Fridgen (center) accepts the 2019 River Watch Partnership Award on behalf of the North Dakota State

Water Commission, presented by Danni Halvorson (left) and Chuck Fritz (right).
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The team from Campbell-Tintah took home the 2019 River Watch Jeopardy Championship after quiz and

live competition rounds.

Collaborative Art: Teams painted canvases which combined to create a spectacular scene

Thank you sponsors!
Moore Engineering, Inc.
Red River Watershed Management Board
North Dakota Department of Health
Buffalo-Red River Watershed District
Sand Hill River Watershed District
Houston Engineering, Inc.
Northwest Regional Sustainable Development Partnership
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Paul Swenson

College Fair Participants
Minnesota State University Moorhead
North Dakota State University
Northland Community & Technical College
Mayville State University
Minot State University
Valley City State University
Oak Hills Christian College
The Salon Professional Academy
Bemidji State University
University of North Dakota
University of Minnesota-Crookston
Trinity Bible College
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2019 Flood Condition Reporting

erctionsWaternsiue Jaaiies Report flood conditions during this

anticipated high-water spring runoff

St e season using our CRED application, linked

 El

here. Submit geo-referenced photos and
text descriptions of high water, snowpack,

ice dams, and other important conditions

Al 3

which will contribute to flood response

and protection efforts.

Welcome, Marcus!
Marcus Langevin is our 2019 Monitoring and Outreach Corpsmember, serving in a
partnership between the Conservation Corps Minnesota & Iowa and the International

Water Institute. During his service year

Marcus will be assisting with the
Watershed Pollutant Load Monitoring
Network (WPLMN), River of Dreams,
River Watch, and other ongoing projects
and events. Before joining us, Marcus
worked as a Park Ranger in Glacier i
National Park where he helped to enrich w. m Pl
the recreational and educational
experiences of park visitors.

Marcus is a graduate of the University
of Minnesota, Morris where he received a
B.A. in Geology. He is excited to share his

love of rocks and Minnesota’s geologic

history with kids and adults alike, and
hopes that through better understanding o
the processes that shape our landscape, | .3 _

we will be able to care for and use our resources. Marcus is from Thief River Falls, MN and

grew up canoeing the local rivers and lakes with his father.
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Issue #36

Published by Andy Ulven
Forum photos by Danille Yaste

The International Water Institute:
1120 28th Avenue North, Suite B, Fargo, ND 58102

Email inquiries to andy@iwinst.org

2>

2 j

\“
")

)i

@)
=
,4!'1'1

AMENDMENT
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list

This email was sent to <<Email Address>>
why did | get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences
International Water Institute - 1120 28th Avenue North - Suite B - Fargo, ND 58102 - USA
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mailchimp
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