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River Rendezvous

Promoting watershed education and awareness in the Red River Basin
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You will Always Live in a Watershed

Each spring, the International Water Institute hosts a River Watch Forum for students and teachers in the
program. This day is meant to showcase the students’ work and to connect those students to other
schools and professionals. The theme for the 2017 Forum was ‘Water — Any Career Any Day,” designed
to show students how many different career paths interact with water in some way. As part of this year’s
challenge, each River Watch team made a video detailing the unique watershed lesson they developed

5th

and delivered to 4™ and graders at their respective schools.

The day started with a keynote address from Mike Jacobs, who spent 35 years at the Grand Forks Herald

in various positions, ending his career as Publisher. Mike spoke
about memories of water during his childhood and how that

connection with water and rivers has stuck with him. It was very

fitting to have Mike talk about the 1997 Flood as it is the 20t

anniversary of that historic and memorable event. Rising water is

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

normal in the Red River Valley, but in 1997, it kept rising. After o CROOKSTON

being moved to the Manvel school, Mike and his team continued to
publish papers so that local residents could stay informed. There
were no apps and the internet was young. But after covering this devastating flood, the Grand Forks
Herald was rewarded with a Pulitzer Prize for Public Service. The photos that Mike shared caught
everyone’s attention; some in attendance remembered those days, but all of the current River Watch
students were born after 1997. It was a great way to start the day showing the connection between

various careers and between all residents in the Red River Basin and water.

This year, students attended one of eight ‘college and career tracks’. Each session had two presenters
who discussed what they do for work and the steps they took along the way to get to their present
position. Career tracks ranged from community service to education to computer science, and

professionals explained how their skills and passion have led to their success. Students learned a great
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deal and were surprised to learn that all of these professionals are involved with water in some manner.
Computer programmers work to allow water quality data entry and reporting while those in public service
must represent all of their constituents’ interests. Connecting students to their watersheds and to the

people who live and work in those watersheds was a great way to enforce that everyone will always live in

a watershed.

-Asher Kingery, Project Specialist

River Watch Forum Attendees with Governor Mark Dayton's Proclamation:

River Watch Week in the State of Minnesotal!

Awards and Recognition
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(Clockwise from left): Larimore took home the top Judges' Select award; Fisher received the top

People's Choice award; Jessica Ross received a Partnership award; Katie Melgaard is this year's
Voyageur award recipient; Beau Lofgren received a Partnership award; and Stephen-Arglye

received the Managers' Choice award.

Mark your Calendar:
June 21-22: Stroud Water Research DIY Teacher Training
September 11-13: River Watch Fall Kick-Offs
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Why River Watch? i
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Name: Tyra

School: Win-E-Mac

Years Participating in River

Watch: 4

Why River Watch?
“The river went from just
being a river to having so

much more value. 1

understand turbidity and I
know how to use the tools

and how important the rivers
are outside of recreational
activities.”

Name: Lexi
School: Stephen-Argyle
Years Participating in River
Watch: 1
Why River Watch?
“My favorite part about
River Warch was teaching
the fourth graders. .. I
learned a lot from the older
students as we taught the

vounger students.”

Name: Josie

School: Red Lake Falls
Years Participating in River
Watch: 1

Why River Watch?

“It’s fun, it's educational,
and it's needed. Ilove it
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Name: Jaden

School: Warren-Alvardo-Oslo
Years Participating in River
Watch: 3

Why River Watch?

“We just turn on our water,
and we don’t care, but we need to
think about where it’s coming
from—that’s why River Watch is

Name: Emiliana

School: Fertile Home-school
Years Participating in River
Watch: 3

Why River Watch?

“River Watch is really eye-opening;
learning all about the river. It's
weird how much you don’t know,
how much you should know, and
how much there is to know.”
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Emiliana, Fertile Home School
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Thanking Christine Holland and Shawn
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% University of Minnesota Crookston > DeKayser for their session!
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shelbykotrba | got to Emma watch all day

Emma, Red Lake Falls

Enjoying the Forum with friends!
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Liked by siiro24, marissa_thomp23 and 261 others

shaymattfeld Applications for river watch are now
available. v 5o @ #riverwatch17
View all 9 comments
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Shay, Hawley
The winning post from our #riverwatch17

contest!

Published by IWI - Andy Ulven and Danielle Yaste
Photos by Rose Clarke and Danielle Yaste

The International Water Institute:

1120 28th Avenue North, Suite B, Fargo, ND 58102
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For inquiries, email andy@iwinst.org
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