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Water Recreation Options Recognized 
 

W ater-based outdoor recreation is gaining momentum in the Red River 

Basin—both in the planning realm and out in our local watersheds.  

Water-based tourism was one of the focus areas at the recent Regional Sus-

tainable Development Partnership Thrive by Design conference held at the 

UofM-Crookston campus on July 30-31. Two of the pre-conference tours 

featured water resources including a tour of birding and nature viewing at 

Watershed Flood 

Damage Reduction 

projects near War-

ren and a second 

tour treated partici-

pants to a kayak 

trip on a scenic 

reach of the Sand 

Hill River in the 

Fertile area.  

During the conference working sessions, the many opportunities for water-

based recreation were noted but also challenges including awareness, ac-

cess, signage, aquatic invasive species, and skills to feel comfortable en-

gaging in water recreation. Participants began fleshing out plans for how 

design elements might be used to address these issues and promote regional 

outdoor recreation assets.  

On another front, an integrated working group is addressing water recrea-

tion as part of a joint U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Comprehensive Man-

agement Plan and Red River Basin Commission Natural Resources Frame-

work Plan. The group thus far has worked on overall objectives related to 

increasing water-based, water-associated, outdoor recreation opportunities 

in the Red River Basin; raising public awareness of these opportunities; and 

enhancing agency and community commitment to include recreation com-

ponents in plans and projects. The path or strategies to achieve these objec-

tives is next on the work groups’ agenda. 

In a separate notice in this newsletter, note is made of the first ever Minne-

sota State Water Trails Tourism Summit. The International Water Insti-

tute’s own River Explorers program of getting River Watch students out in 

kayaks exploring rivers that they regularly monitor has proven very popu-

lar. Students get a better understanding of the health (continued on Page 2) 

http://www.granitecountry.com/pages/2014MNStateWaterTrailsTourismSummit_Copy/
http://www.groundupadventures.com/boathouse/home
http://blog.lib.umn.edu/rsdp/northwest/rural-design-conference/index.html
http://mediamill.cla.umn.edu/mediamill/display/999226303
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MN State Water Trails Tourism Summit 

J oin fellow paddling enthusiasts at the Minnesota State Water Trails 

Tourism Summit on September 29-30 in St. Cloud. This first-ever 

event will be an interactive and educational gathering of communities, 

businesses, and user groups focusing on how paddle sports can increase 

outdoor recreation tourism, foster economic development, build a sense 

of community, and provide a better quality of life.  

Breakout sessions cover a range of topics including making communi-

ties paddle friendly, connecting youth to the outdoors on water trails, 

planning paddling events, and use of social media to share paddling 

opportunities. Networking with outfitters, tourism officials, and local 

DNR representatives will also be part of the mix. Click here for  more 

details and registration information.  

~ ~ ~ River Related Recreation ~ ~ ~ 

Photo Credit: MN Dept. of Natural Resources State Water Trails 

of their local river and a realiza-

tion of how much fun a trip down 

a flowing river is.  

Fargo/Moorhead River Keepers 

provides many river-related recre-

ation opportunities including fish-

ing clinics for kids, canoe/kayak 

races, and much more. Ground 

UP Adventures in Grand Forks is 

providing recreation opportunities 

for youth, including water sports. 

The City of Stephen has a fleet of 

six kayaks that residents can 

check out at no fee to paddle their 

local Tamarac River. The Agassiz 

Environmental Learning Center at 

Fertile is working on a similar 

plan for kayaks on the Sand Hill 

River. 

These are just some of the river 

based recreation happenings that 

are evolving in the Red River Ba-

sin. Our rivers also provide fish-

ing, swimming, tubing, and much 

more. In addition to the challeng-

es of access and awareness is the 

need to protect and improve water 

quality so present and future gen-

erations can enjoy our dynamic 

river resources.  

(Water Rec Options-cont’d) 

Source: www.gographic.com 

Help Wanted! 

River Keepers is expanding their Water Festival at the Hjem-

komst Center for 4th graders to 5 days—Sept. 16-19 & the 

22nd, to accommodate more students. If you are interested and 

available to present an interactive activity to teach 4th graders 

about the importance of water  please contact Christine Laney 

at  701-235-2895 or e-mail her at christine@riverkeepers.org. If 

you don’t feel comfortable leading an activity, volunteers are 

needed to assist in a variety of other ways—just contact Chris-

tine and let her know which day(s) you can help. THANKS!!! 

http://www.granitecountry.com/pages/2014MNStateWaterTrailsTourismSummit_Copy/
http://www.riverkeepers.org/index.php/projects
http://www.groundupadventures.com/
http://www.groundupadventures.com/
http://aelcfertile.org/
http://aelcfertile.org/
tel:701-235-2895
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Seeing Groundwater from Space 
Source: http://freshwater.org/moos-family-lecture-series/  

 
 S ince early 2010, the Freshwater Society and the University of Minnesota College of Biological Sciences 

have co-sponsored a stimulating lecture series on water and the environment. The lectures, known as the 

Moos Family Speaker Series on Water Resources, honor the late Malcolm Moos, president of the university 

from 1967 to 1974. 

Each lecture pairs a nationally known speaker with a panel of Minnesota experts. 

The next lecture in the series will be delivered Thursday, Sept. 18, by Jay Famiglietti, a 

University of California, Irvine, professor who has helped lead worldwide research that 

uses NASA satellites to measure changes in the Earth’s stores of groundwater. See a 

clip from The Last Call at the Oasis here>. 

Data were generated from NASA’s Aquarius sensors aboard an Argentinian satellite 

that measure moisture in the top two inches of soil. The generated soil moisture map is 

useful for researchers monitoring soil conditions for agriculture, as well as scientists 

trying to understand the global water cycle, according to NASA's Earth Observatory.   

The research indicates that groundwater in most of the world’s major aquifers — in In-

dia, the Middle East, China, and even in the High Plains and California’s Central Valley 

in the United States — is being rapidly depleted, likely never to be replaced. 

Dr. Famiglietti is working on a book on climate change, emerging threats to water security, and a modern 

view of the global water crisis. Learn more about Dr. Famiglietti.  Register to attend the lecture. 

The Moos lecture series has had many other timely topics presented by experts from a variety of disciplines. 

Nearly all are archived and can be accessed here. 

  

Jay Famiglietti 

http://freshwater.org/moos-family-lecture-series/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Brh0xcPZaTY
http://www.livescience.com/topics/agriculture/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=84017&eocn=home&eoci=iotd_readmore
http://jayfamiglietti.com/about-2/
http://freshwater.org/jay-famiglietti-registration-sept-18-2014/
http://freshwater.org/moos-family-lecture-series/
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River Explorers: Hawley River Watch team on 
      the Buffalo River 

After June rains and high water forced postponement of the trip twice, Hawley River Watch students final-

ly were able to explore a 3.4 mile reach of the Buffalo River by kayak in the Hawley area on July 15th.  

The Route... 

“Findings” for the 

day included mus-

sel shells, deer, 

eagle, songbirds, 

plus a few golf 

balls and Frisbees. 

Mussel shells collected and prelim ID session 

Buffalo River in Hawley area...fun exploring! 

Buffalo River in Hawley area provides fun, safe & engaging outdoor excursion 
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River Explorers: Larimore River Watch on 
     Larimore Reservoir/Turtle River S. Branch 

Following their July 29th water monitoring in the Turtle River watershed, the Larimore River Watch team 

enjoyed roasted dogs and shmores compliments of Larimore science teacher/RW advisor Lori Berthold be-

fore heading out to explore the upper end of the Larimore Reservoir and into the Turtle River S. Branch.  

Photo Credit: Asher Kingery 

Larimore River Watch team exploration timeout for team photo on Turtle River South Branch 

Larimore River Watch team heading into current, 

going upstream on Turtle River South Branch 

Still heading upstream...much farther than imagined 

when starting from east end of Larimore Reservoir 

Who’d of thought Turtle River S. Branch 

had so much “upstream” to explore! 

Larimore team lifeguard ready as needed... 
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River Explorers: Kittson County 4-H on Two                   
      Rivers South Branch 

Kittson County 4-H River Watch team explored a 3.8 mile reach of the Two Rivers South Branch from 

Kittson CoRd 22 to the dam in Hallock on 8/12/2014. Lots of sandy shoreline, tree snags along shore, some 

mussels...and a few longhorn cows! Low water, but pleasant and passable. 

~ Encounters ~ 

Longhorn Cattle in river on left... 

..barb wire fence on right 

Exploring tributary…  

our boats go Anywhere & 

Everywhere… 

We Explore! 

Mussel moving along river bottom 

Low water...yes.  Passable...YES! With small maneuverable 

shallow draft kayaks, opportunities abound! 

Kittson Co 4-H monitors water quality of 

this reach of river and others in area 
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River Explorers: Fertile Area Home School  
                River Watch team on Sand Hill River 

Fertile Area Home School River Watch team explored a scenic reach of Sand Hill R. in the Fertile area. Find-

ings included crayfish, “boiling” cold springs on river bottom, 60 foot bluffs, deer, and a few swimming holes. 

Trip Date: 8/19/2014 

Photo Credit: Johanna Buchholz 

Photo Credit: Johanna Buchholz 

Photo Credit: Mia Pastor 

Photo Credit: Mia Pastor Photo Credit: Mia Pastor 

“boiling cold springs on 

bottom of Sand Hill River 

“River Explorers” 

This is what it’s all 

about…  

~Explore~ 

Discover your  

local river 

….wonders to behold 

in your own backyard! 

“Immersion Exploration” 

Scenic Sand Hill River... 

Agassiz Rec Trail bridge-upper left 

Fun 

Mini-rapids 
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   Flow Like a River...Stream Table Modeling 
     Coming Soon to a Classroom Near You! 

 
 

Are you ready to turn your River Watch team into engineers 

and fluvial geomorphologists? Students can simulate real river 

conditions through use of stream tables—demonstrating how 

rivers naturally meander and observe what happens when 

streams are channelized and dredged downstream. As “river 

managers,” students can change the slope of the landscape 

with the models, install culverts, add erosion control vegeta-

tion, vary water volume and placement in the watershed, and 

add dye to observe water dynamics.  

The International Water Institute purchased several stream 

tables and groundwater models with support from the Minne-

sota Clean Water Legacy Fund for use 

by River Watch teams in their class-

rooms. IWI staff recently set up the 

models to learn how best to use them 

and were provided tips on use from 

Karen Terry, U of MN Extension Wa-

ter Education Specialist. More infor-

mation on how to check out and use the 

stream tables will be provided soon to 

our River Watch team advisors.  

 

“Next Generation” Watershed District Manag-

ers working the stream table at Sand Hill Wa-

tershed District 2014 Polk County Fair display 



Catch-all: Lake Sturgeon, Catfish, 
Geocache, & Soil Carbon Cowboys 

 

Contact Information: 

Wayne Goeken 

International Water  Institute 

River Rendezvous Editor 

 

 

 

River Rendezvous is produced 

by River Watch, a citizen 

water monitoring and educa-

tion program of the Interna-

tional Water Institute.  

Available on-line here or at  

www.iwinst.org/education/

educate-me/newsletter 

 

Interested in  River 

Watch activities?  

Contact Danni Halvorson at  

218-280-0515 or  

danni@iwinst.org 

 

  

 Red River Resources: Send your events, links, information for inclusion in the 

newsletter to Wayne Goeken. 

 

River Watch Schools: Send us your photos, news releases and interesting 

facts. Have a question? Send it our way and we’ll report back! 

 

Monitoring, analysis, and education assistance for River Watch Teams: 

Wayne Goeken   218-574-2622 , wayne@iwinst.org 

Evelyn Ashiamah  218-368-0563, evelyn@iwinst.org 

Asher Kingery   701-331-9259,  asher@iwinst.org 

Jim Blix   218-681-5800, jblix@wiktel.com 

Laura Bell   218-281-8131, lbell@umn.edu 
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Lake sturgeon... 
Anglers who catch a lake sturgeon in the Red River or its tributary streams and 

lakes are encouraged to send information about the catch to the Minnesota DNR. 

“Little is known regarding the movements and distribution of Lake Sturgeon in the 

Red River and its tributaries,” said Jamison Wendel, Red River fisheries specialist. 

“Angler catch reports provide important information regarding fish distribution 

throughout the basin.” More here. 
 

************************************************************************* 

Speaking of fishing...Catfishing the Red 
Jay Leitch’s book “Relaxed Anglers Guide to Catfishing on the Red River of the 

North” is a great read including not only catfishing tips, but also Red River history 

and information from macroinvertebrates to mussels. All profits from book sales 

are used for River Keepers educational programming. Contact River Keepers for 

your copy. 
 

************************************************************************* 

Geocaching.com turns 14... 
Geocaching.com was launched on Sept. 2, 2000 with 75 geocaches—there are now 

nearly 2.5 million geocaches listed in 180+ countries! Geocaching used to be 

called GPS Stash Hunt. “Geocache” is now an official Scrabble word. The word 

‘geocache’ means ‘hidden location on Earth’, as ‘geo’ means Earth, and ‘cache’ is 

French for a hidden location or place. 
 

************************************************************************* 

Soil Carbon Cowboys... 
In the most recent CURE e-news their featured video, Soil Carbon Cowboys high-

lights ranchers who are regenerating their soils by improved infiltration which 

makes their operations much more drought resilient. Improved animal health and 

overall profitability has also been shown to result.  

http://www.iwinst.org/education/educate-me/newsletter
http://www.iwinst.org/education/educate-me/newsletter
http://www.iwinst.org/education/educate-me/newsletter
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2014/07/21/dnr-seeking-information-from-red-river-basin-anglers-on-lake-sturgeon/#more-14975
http://www.riverkeepers.org/files/Catfishing_Experiences_brochure_6.pdf
http://www.riverkeepers.org/files/Catfishing_Experiences_brochure_6.pdf
http://www.riverkeepers.org/files/Catfishing_Experiences_brochure_6.pdf
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/14838e2c3fdfc6e2
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&pli=1#inbox/147f954c8b6e1fc1
http://vimeo.com/80518559?utm_source=2014_08_21_RIVERVOICE+Newsletter&utm_campaign=2014_08_21_RIVERVOICE&utm_medium=email

