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River of Dreams  

Revitalized 

 by Andy Ulven 

T his spring marked the return of the ever-

popular River of Dreams program after 

a prolonged hiatus, thanks in large part to 

funding provided by the Northwest Minneso-

ta Foundation. There’s a buzz about the pro-

gram after a successful reintroduction; you may have caught a glimpse 

of the action in the Grand Forks Herald or local newspapers. 

The River of Dreams (ROD) pro-

gram introduces 4th and 5th grade 

students to their local watershed 

and the Red River Basin's ultimate 

outlet at Hudson Bay. Around 115 

students from Fertile-Beltrami, 

Fisher, Red Lake County Central, 

and Marshall County Central 

schools participated, beginning 

with an in-class reading of the 

1941 Holling C. Holling children’s classic “Paddle-to-the-Sea.” IWI 

staff then led in-class lessons and activities including map-based water-

shed geography explorations of their local river connection to the Red 

River, Lake Winnipeg, and on to the Nelson River’s mouth at Hudson 

Bay. Students are amazed to learn that the water running in the river 

through their town may eventually run next to a polar bear roaming a 

riverbank in northeast Manitoba!  

Each participant expresses 

their creativity by writing a 

dream and decorating their 

individual 14” cedar canoe 

with their own unique design. 

Completed canoes and dreams 

were displayed in the commu-

nity followed by students 

launching their canoes into 

their local river to start the 
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http://www.houstoneng.com/uploads/3/BufferWebinarInvite.pdf?utm_content=b0c54c1fe2a475157e88e834a842302f&utm_campaign=Webinar%3A%20Buffer%20Initiative&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email
http://www.houstoneng.com/uploads/3/BufferWebinarInvite.pdf?utm_content=b0c54c1fe2a475157e88e834a842302f&utm_campaign=Webinar%3A%20Buffer%20Initiative&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email
http://smallgrains.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/RRVWatershedFlyerWeb.pdf
http://smallgrains.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/RRVWatershedFlyerWeb.pdf
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/streamhab/workshop_flyer_2016.pdf
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/streamhab/workshop_flyer_2016.pdf
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/streamhab/workshop_flyer_2016.pdf
https://cityofcrookston.revtrak.net/tek9.asp?pg=RW_Park_Rec
http://www.nwmf.org/
http://www.nwmf.org/
http://www.grandforksherald.com/outdoors/recreation/4012621-watch-kids-release-tiny-canoes-red-lake-river-track-its-flow
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River of Dreams Continued 

JU NE 2016           ISSU E #25              WWW .IWI NST. OR G  

journey to Hudson Bay, replicating the “Paddle-to-the-Sea” jour-

ney. This can be a bittersweet moment for students after putting in 

so much work on their tiny vessels.  

Students and the public can track the progress of the canoes using 

a mobile friendly website, riverofdreams.org. Though making it 

all the way to Hudson Bay is a long shot, canoes have been found 

north of Winnipeg in the past! This is possible only with observant 

citizens willing to log any canoe discoveries online. The ROD launch sites were fortunate this year with plenty 

of water to float the small canoes. High flows generally keep canoes moving; low flows and receding stages 

may cause canoes to get stranded on river banks or in debris jams. It is not uncommon for some canoes to end 

up in fields or ditches adjacent to rivers after times of high water. 

Students were given pre- and post-program watershed and geography quizzes to assess what they learned 

through the program. The average improvement for all classes was over 

30%. Because of River of Dreams, more students know terms like wa-

tershed, confluence, and 

mouth, and are more 

aware of their local water-

shed’s connections to 

communities and larger 

river basins. 

Help make a student’s day by keeping an eye out for ROD ca-

noes and reporting any discoveries in the following locations: 

 Sand Hill River downstream of Agassiz Environmental Learning Center in Fertile, MN 

 Clearwater River downstream of Red Lake County Highway 1 near Plummer, MN 

 Red Lake River from Red Lake Falls, MN to Grand Forks, ND 

 Middle River from Old Mill State Park to its confluence with the Snake R 

 Snake River from Middle River confluence to Red River confluence 

 Red River near Climax, MN all the way to Winnipeg, MB 

We hope to keep the momentum going in 2017 and beyond...‘DREAM BIG!’ 

For more information about River of Dreams, contact andy@iwinst.org. 

Student Dream for their ROD canoe released: 

“Me, me I can’t believe my owner chose me. I get to go on an adventure, a 

journey. I get to meet ferocious animals and different people. I want to go 

down exciting rapids and maybe a waterfall. I really want to soar through 

the river with the water splashing against my face.  

I want to make it all the way to Hudson Bay.” 

River of Dreams-cont’d  

See more River of Dreams 

student dreams on Page 9 

http://www.riverofdreams.org
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International Water Institute Releases Web 
Application to Improve Water Quality          

Federal, State and local govern-

ment agencies spend billions 

annually providing assistance to 

landowners and agricultural pro-

ducers implementing conserva-

tion and best management prac-

tices to improve water quality. 

Conservation experts, landown-

ers and agricultural producers 

have a number of programs 

which provide assist with the 

planning, engineering and con-

struction of practices intended to 

address the nation’s persistent 

and growing water quality prob-

lems.  However, in some cases, 

these conservation efforts result 

in less than expected quality 

benefits because of a lack of 

information to guide meaning-

ful implementation efforts.   

The International Water Institute has developed a technological solution to maximize water quality benefits per 

public dollar invested.  The solution consists of a series of Geographic Information System (GIS) tools that create 

advanced water quality information and data intended to assist with the prioritization, targeting, and estimation of 

the benefits and costs of conservation and best management practices. The Prioritize, Target and Measure Applica-

tion (PTMApp), creates critical information useful in ensuring the public receives the most water quality benefit 

possible for each tax dollar spent. PTMApp is beginning to revolutionize how water quality 

practitioners think about and plan practices for improving water quality at the watershed 

scale.  

More PTMApp information can be found here or by contacting Charles Fritz, International 

Water Institute Director at 701.388.0861. 

The Prioritize, Target, and Measure Application (PTMApp) is funded through MN’s Water 

Clean Water Legacy.  PTMApp was developed through a public – private collaboration be-

tween the International Water Institute, Houston Engineering Inc. and the MN Board of Wa-

ter and Soil Resources. The project was the cover story feature in Houston Engineering’s 

Spring 2016 newsletter.  

http://ptmapp.rrbdin.org/
http://www.legacy.leg.mn/funds/clean-water-fund
http://www.legacy.leg.mn/funds/clean-water-fund
https://issuu.com/houstonengineering/docs/newsletter-final?e=18445455/35622109&utm_content=d2d3d14c1106d42462d1364850300d7a&utm_campaign=Spring%202016%20Newsletter&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email
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Webinars ~ News ~ & Notes 

Webinar: A Draft Framework for Evaluat-

ing Alternative Practices under the Minne-

sota Buffer Initiative.  
Thursday, June 30, 2016 1:00-2:30pm CST  
 

Why Attend? Across the State of Minnesota, farmers 

and landowners want to know if and how the Gover-

nor’s Buffer Initiative will affect them. The current 

law allows affected landowners to install a vegeta-

tive buffer or a comparable alternative practice. It is 

unclear what information is needed to get an alterna-

tive practice approved. By attending this webinar, 

you’ll learn about a farmer-led framework for evalu-

ating alternative practices to identify a range of op-

portunities to comply with the Buffer Initiative. You 

will also be given the opportunity to comment and 

ask questions about the framework.  

More information and registration link here. 

************************************** 

The National Water-

Quality Assessment 

Program ( NWQA)  pro-

vides an understanding of 

water-quality conditions; whether conditions are get-

ting better or worse over time; and how natural fea-

tures and human activities affect those condi-

tions.  USGS online mapping tools are available for 

a variety of water quality conditions including nutri-

ents, pesticides, algal toxins, and mercury. The most 

recent online tool released looks at groundwater 

quality of our nation’s aquifers. 

One of the tools provides water quality summaries 

for major monitoring sites across the U.S. The only 

site monitored in the Red River Basin is at Grand 

Forks—click on the Grand Forks location from this 

site to view summary and detailed graphs or down-

load water quality data. 

Watershed Health  

Assessment Framework 

A wealth of information can be 

found about Minnesota’s 81 

major watersheds by exploring 

this MN DNR website. Maps 

and data are available including 

detailed DNR catchment areas with upstream and 

downstream explorations by catchment area or larger 

spatial views. Create, save, and share maps. 

NEW Watershed Ecological Context Reports are 

now available for MN major watersheds. The reports 

provide an overview of landscape characteristics 

such as elevation and soils, historic and current land 

use, and population trends for each major water-

shed. Watershed Health Report Cards are also avail-

able by major watershed. Several river stories are 

shared including Reconnecting the Red River featur-

ing dam modifications for safety and fish passage. 

************************************** 

2016 Regional Sustainable Development 

Partnership (RSDP) Natural Resource 

Webinar Series  

RSDP Natural Resource webi-

nars feature the work of a Univer-

sity organization and spotlight a 

RSDP project relating to the topic. 

The series also shares what's hap-

pening in the other RSDP regions. 

As example, the University of Minnesota’s Water 

Resources Center was featured in the first webinar in 

the series and included the International Water Insti-

tute’s River Explorers program in the third webinar. 

More information on access to recorded webinars 

and upcoming sessions available here. 

~ ~ ~ Water Recreation Alerts ~ ~ ~ 

Blue-green algae in lakes and stagnant rivers can be 

toxic for both humans and pets. Watch out for water 

with a pea green or green paint appearance. FAQs 

and more information here.                                    

Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center 

has recent and relevant insights on a variety of re-

search findings that has a bearing on recreation and 

enjoyment of our water resources.  

http://www.houstoneng.com/uploads/3/BufferWebinarInvite.pdf?utm_content=b0c54c1fe2a475157e88e834a842302f&utm_campaign=Webinar%3A%20Buffer%20Initiative&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email
http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/about.html
http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/about.html
http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/about.html
http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/
http://cida.usgs.gov/quality/rivers/sites
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/whaf/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/whaf/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/whaf/index.html
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151a1310e78c9515
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/155321fb5008945d
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/whaf/about/report-cards.html
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/backyard/healthyrivers/course/300/306_00.htm
https://sites.google.com/a/umn.edu/rsdp-nr-webinar/
http://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/05/24/water-toxic-algae-dogs-climate-change
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/diseases/hab/index.html
http://us6.campaign-archive2.com/?u=1a0a2ec6d2f8d679a17c3eeb4&id=d08667d068&e=53e6988ae9
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Watershed Information of Note 
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5th Annual Red River Valley Agriculture Water Issues Forum will be held in three locations in 

the Red River Basin: July 13th (Climax, MN); July 14th (Glyndon, MN); and July 15th (Rothsay, MN). Or-

ganized by farmers, these water meetings will provide insights on how the recently passed MN buffer legisla-

tion could impact farmers and farmland owners. Additional topics presented by experts include agricultural 

drainage, floodwater retention and water quality. Three locations are available to choose from with each Fo-

rum running from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon followed by lunch. For more information see flyer or contact Riley 

Maanum at Minnesota Farm Bureau at riley.maanum@fbmn.org or 320.260.6417. 

******************************************************************************* 

Fundamentals of Stream Restoration: Applied Geomorphology & Ecology workshop is be-

ing presented by the MN DNR Stream Habitat Program, July 25-29 at 

Fergus Falls, MN.  This course will cover the interactions between 

geomorphology and ecology in the context of ecosystem health. At-

tendees develop skills for field determination of bankfull stage, ge-

ometry and stream type. These are essential skills for stream assess-

ment and restoration. Participants will engage in field data collection 

and review of traditional river management approaches and alterna-

tive strategies using natural channel design.  

******************************************************************************* 

Edge Effects ~ A digital magazine with an interesting “array of content relating to environmental and cul-

tural change across the full sweep of human history.” Produced by graduate students at the Center for Cul-

ture, History, and Environment (CHE), which is part of the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s Nelson Insti-

tute for Environmental Studies.  

****************************************************************************** 

Frontiers on the Environment ~ Live and archived presentations discussing economic and environ-

mental challenges being addressed by the University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment and part-

ners featuring research, education, and engagement opportunities.  

******************************************************************************* 

2016 North Dakota Water Quality Conference Presentations 

are now online. The 35 presentations from the 2016 conference cover a 

wide range of watershed science topics. Presentations from the 2014 and 

2012 conferences coordinated by the North Dakota Water Quality Monitor-

ing Council are also available online.  

******************************************************************************* 

National Water Quality Monitoring Council ~ Excellent archive of webinars and videos. Upcom-

ing (July 26 ~ 2:00-3:00 p.m. EST) “Using the Right Tools to Develop Effective Science-Based Messages for 

Any Audience ” webinar info here. 

******************************************************************************* 

http://smallgrains.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/RRVWatershedFlyerWeb.pdf
http://smallgrains.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/RRVWatershedFlyerWeb.pdf
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/streamhab/workshop_flyer_2016.pdf
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/streamhab/about.html
http://edgeeffects.net/
http://nelson.wisc.edu/che/
http://nelson.wisc.edu/che/
http://nelson.wisc.edu/
http://nelson.wisc.edu/
http://environment.umn.edu/frontiers/frontiers-archives/
http://environment.umn.edu/frontiers/frontiers-archives/
http://www.ndwatermonit.org/2016Conference.html
http://www.ndwatermonit.org/index.html
http://www.ndwatermonit.org/index.html
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/
https://www.youtube.com/user/NWQMC/featured
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/webinars/SciComm_26July16_announcement.pdf
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IWI staff and River Watch teams continue to explore, document, and share conditions of rivers throughout the Red Riv-

er Basin. Below are glimpses of recent 2016 spring trips. Funding for the program is made available through the Minne-

sota Clean Water Legacy Fund, the Red River Watershed Management Board, and local watershed districts.  
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The Warren-Alvarado-Oslo (WAO) River Watch 

team kayaked a 4.4 mile reach of the Snake River 

through Warren to identify access options and river con-

ditions as part of their 

evaluation of the river as a 

recreation asset to the 

community. Good water 

clarity and flow on their 

April 29th outing provided 

a positive impression.  

Turtles, ducks, songbirds, 

and fish were spotted 

along the way. But a good 

deal of trash and yard 

waste were also reminders of the need to raise aware-

ness of river stewardship needs. The team followed up 

with a river clean-up day as part of their community 

service activities.  

River Explorers ~ Spring 2016 

Angela Spidahl running Snake 

River  “rapids” in Warren 

With low water and tree snags on the Middle River in 

the Newfolden area, the Marshall County Central 

(MCC) River Watch team ventured to the nearby 

Thief River for a five mile kayak exploration on May 

20th.  

Many team members were first-time kayakers who en-

joyed good flow conditions and no tree snags or chal-

lenging obstructions. 

A beaver dam, 

some downed 

trees, and a couple 

of fences that 

spanned the river 

did not pose any 

serious challenges 

to the Clear-

brook-Gonvick River Watch team as they kayaked a 4 mile reach of the 

Clearwater River below Clearwater Lake on June 6th. Low water levels and 

excellent clarity allowed views of the river bottom with wildlife and abundant 

birds observed along the river corridor of this beautiful reach of river.  

Sneak Peek at North Dakota River Explorations 

The next edition of River Rendezvous will feature North Da-

kota River Explorer trips including the Cavalier River Watch 

team on the Renwick Reservoir/Tongue River at Icelandic 

State Park; Edinburg team on Homme Dam/Park River S. 

Branch; and the Walhalla team’s epic trip through part of the 

Pembina River Gorge. Minto and Larimore River Watch 

teams are also planning outings on their local rivers. 

Thief River exploration by Marshall County Central Team 

Clearbrook-Gonvick students exploring Clearwater River 

Clearwater River ~ “Minnesota NICE!” 

Walhalla RW team paddling 

scenic Pembina River Gorge 
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 Red Lake River Paddling  
   with Wilderness Inquiry  

Voyageurs once again paddled the waters of the Red Lake River via 

excursions in Voyageur canoes provided by Wilderness Inquiry and 

the International Water Institute. From June 8-11, over 300 paddlers 

joined community celebrations in Crookston, Thief River Falls, and 

East Grand Forks to help raise awareness of river recreation oppor-

tunities. A renewed effort is being advanced by communities that are 

part of the Red Lake River Corridor Joint Powers Board to develop 

more accesses and amenities along the Red Lake River through a 

regional water trails program.   

Photos by Wayne 

Goeken and 

Andy Ulven 

Paddlers enjoyed trip outings on the Red Lake 

River, Thief River, and Red River 

Wilderness Inquiry staff took to 

kayaks to enjoy rapids and scenic 

bluffs along Red Lake River in the 

Red Lake Falls area 

Eagles, turtles, 

and more wild-

life common to 

river corridors 

The Red Lake River was designated a Minnesota State 

Water Trail in 1967. Plans are underway for a 50 Year 

Anniversary Celebration in 2017 which will include pad-

dling the entire 193 mile length of the Red Lake River. 

Participants can join along the way for paddling and 

community celebrations. Thanks to all the community 

support for these 2016 paddle outings—looking forward 

to a great celebration in 2017! Watch for details. 
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Ground Up Adventures, based in Grand 

Forks, provides canoe, kayak, and SUP rentals for 

the public to enjoy river recreation options in the 

Grand Forks/East Grand Forks area. Check out 

Boathouse on 

the Red, cur-

rently being 

operated at the 

Lincoln Drive 

Park boat 

ramp, for 

hours of opera-

tion and equip-

ment rental 

options.  

River Recreation 

Moorhead Parks website provides infor-

mation on canoe and kayak rentals at the Hjem-

komst Landing. Guided river paddling excursions 

are also offered each month including exploration 

of the history of the Red River, an aviary expedi-

tion, and scavenger hunt. Shore fishing is available 

at several parks along the Red.  

    ************************************ 

Crookston Parks and Recreation will be 

hosting a Ride the Red kayak and canoe race as 

part of Crookston’s Ox Cart Days celebration. The 

race will start at 1 p.m. on Saturday, August 20th. 

For more information contact Austin Strukel at 

218.290.7889. 

River Keepers and their many partners are again busy promoting recreation and stewardship activities as-

sociated with the Red River in the Fargo-Moorhead area including another successful Race the Red canoe and 

kayak race which was held June 13. Fifty-five participants enjoyed a beautiful evening of paddling. Race re-

sults and a full photo set of the event is on River Keepers facebook site. 

Paddlers of all ages enjoyed River Keepers Race the 

Red event on the Red River—GREAT FUN! 

http://groundupadventures.com/
http://groundupadventures.com/bhotr
http://groundupadventures.com/bhotr
http://www.cityofmoorhead.com/Home/Components/News/News/1872/17?backlist=%2fdepartments%2fparks-and-recreation
https://cityofcrookston.revtrak.net/tek9.asp?pg=RW_Park_Rec
http://www.riverkeepers.org
https://www.facebook.com/RiverKeepersFM/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10154356381444903


 

River of Dreams Student Dreams 

 

Contact Information: 

Wayne Goeken 

River Rendezvous Editor 

218-280-0516  or 
wayne@iwinst.org 

 

 

 

River Rendezvous is produced 

by River Watch, a citizen 

water monitoring and  

education program of the  

International Water Institute 

Available on-line here or at  

www.iwinst.org/education/

educate-me/newsletter 

 

Interested in  River 

Watch activities?  

Contact Danni Halvorson at  

218-280-0515 or  

danni@iwinst.org 

 

  

 

Red River Resources: Send your events, links, and information for inclusion in 

the newsletter to Wayne Goeken. 
 

River Watch Schools: Send us your photos, news releases and interesting 

facts. Have a question? Send it our way and we’ll report back! 
 

Monitoring, analysis, and education assistance for River Watch Teams: 

Danni Halvorson  218-280-0515, danni@iwinst.org 

Evelyn Ashiamah  218-368-0563, evelyn@iwinst.org 

Asher Kingery   701-331-9259, asher@iwinst.org 

Andy Ulven   701-429-4518, andy@iwinst.org  

Ashley Hitt   218-681-5800, ashley.hitt@wiktel.com 

Laura Bell   218-281-8131, lbell@umn.edu 
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Following are a few “dreams” created by elementary students for their  

canoe’s journey to the sea. 

I want my canoe to make it to the sea. I want my canoe to meet someone famous. I really don’t really care where my canoe goes, I just want it to go farther than Brooks. Red Lake Co. Central student 

When I get put in the river I want to see many animals. I 

want to see moose, birds, fish, and bears. I hope the water is 

not cold! It would be cool if I make it to Canada. Hopefully I 

don’t have to have a passport.  Marshall Co. Central student 

My dream for my canoe is for it to go to the Red Lake River to 

the Red River. From the Red River to Lake Winnipeg and Lake 

Winnipeg to the Hudson Bay. From the Hudson Bay I want 

my canoe to go to Iceland and I like Iceland.  Fisher Student 

On a bright sunny day, Far from Hudson Bay I am a canoe. And I am on my 
way. I may not be large, Like a big fat barge. Despite my size I, the Arrow, 
am wise. I feel the breeze, It makes me sneeze! To be alive, It makes me jive. 
On Lake Winnipeg I am bobbing along Enjoying the breeze, As I hum a song 
On Nelson River, I start to quiver. When I see a polar bear Wearing purple 
underwear. My dream is fulfilled, This glorious day I finally reach that glim-
mering bay.  Fertile-Beltrami student 

Read more student “dreams” at the 

River of Dreams web launchsite. 

http://www.iwinst.org/education/educate-me/newsletter
http://www.iwinst.org/education/educate-me/newsletter
http://www.iwinst.org/education/educate-me/newsletter
https://riverofdreams.org/launches/

