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Red Lake River Designated  

Regional Trail of Significance 
Attaining status as a regional trail of signifi-
cance was the first hurdle accomplished by the 
Red Lake River Corridor Enhancement Joint 
Powers Board (RLRCEJPB). This status was 
announced in August by the Greater Minneso-
ta Regional Parks and Trails Commission 
(GMRTC) clearing the way for submittal of a 
grant proposal to the GMRTC for recreation 
enhancements along the Red Lake River.  

The six cities and three counties along the Red 
Lake River comprise the Joint Powers Board submitted the application to 
improve existing accesses and install additional accesses to provide easi-
er and shorter trip segments. Signage improvements were also included 
as part of the enhancement proposal. 

The International Water Institute submitted a complimentary grant to the 
GMRTC to host community paddle events and conduct River of Dreams 
activities with all elementary schools in the Red Lake Watershed District.  
The proposed activities are designed to promote citizen engagement 
within the river corridor.  

Grant applications are currently being reviewed with recommendations 
and final approval to occur during the 2017 MN Legislative session.  

 

More Red Lake Watershed District news…  

The Grand Marais Creek Outlet Restoration project was the first stop on 
a MN Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) Board fall project 
tour. One of many benefits of the six mile natural channel reconstruction 
include a reduction of 700 tons of sediment per year being carried down-
stream. Partnerships that made the project possible were key to it becom-
ing a finalist for an Environmental Initiative award.  

 

The Red Lake Watershed District (RLWD) was also selected as one of 
six areas in Minnesota  to receive a planning grant from BWSR for im-
plementing the “One Watershed, One Plan” approach to developing a 
management plan for the Thief River subwatershed. The RLWD imple-
mented the One Watershed, One Plan for the Red Lake River Watershed 
as one of the initial pilot projects involved with this new approach. 
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http://westpolkswcd.com/1w1p.html
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalWaterInstitute/
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This National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) 
link shares resources for parents (and teachers), in-
cluding books, tips, and reference to science compe-
titions for students. Teachers (and parents) can find a 
variety of free resources for many 
subject areas and grade levels at the 
NSTA’s “Freebies for Science  

Teachers” site.   

Agriculture in the Classroom has resources and les-
son plans for K-12 at the national level and also more 
specifically for North Dakota, Minnesota and Mani-
toba. Fargo third grade teacher, Cheryl Bombenger, 
was one of five recipients of the 2016 National Ex-

cellence in Teaching about Ag-
riculture Award. Cheryl uses 
agriculture as the theme in 
songs, stories and gardening to 
connect with students.  

Minnesota based Climate Generation’s September 
blog has links to a variety of re-
sources for educators seeking to 
learn more about climate change 
including free downloads of lesson 
plans for all grade levels on their 
curriculum page.  

For a different perspective on cli-
mate change, check out Webcomic’s perspective of 
“Timeline of Earth’s Average Temperature” since the 
last ice age glaciation. And for a bit of levity about 
possible emerging scientific thrill seekers—see 
“Permafrost Chasers.” 

Bird behav-
ior, migra-
tion pat-

terns, feeding habits, and songs are some of the top-
ics covered by a variety of programs and resource 
links from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Free re-
sources for educators to check out include BirdSleuth 
to help explore outdoor bird habitats and eBird to 
help students share bird observations online.  

Outdoor engagement of kids 
continues to be cited as a posi-
tive influence on life-long 
learning and behavior. The 
Children & Nature Network inaugural Research Di-
gest blog provides insights and examples of the bene-
fits of nature based activities and education. The blog 
provides updates to peer-reviewed research articles 
relevant to the children and nature movement availa-
ble in a free online Research Library.  

The Red River Basin River Watch program has been 
providing students with place-based, hands-on, real-
world outdoor learning opportunities for over 20 
years. As noted in this article, charter schools around 
the country are finding that their local environments 
provide ample opportunity for 
learning across multiple subject 
areas and prepares students after 
graduating to be more conscious of 
impacts their decisions make on the 
environment.  

Learn more about watersheds through use of the 
MnDNR Watershed Health Assessment Framework 
(WHAF). As noted in a legislative report, “WHAF is 
a powerful web-based mapping and exploration tool.. 
especially effective at helping citizen groups, local 
officials, and students under-
stand what a watershed is.. The 
tool helps people visualize how 
a wide range of natural condi-
tions and land use changes af-
fect a watershed’s ability to 
deliver clean water and other 
environmental benefits.”  

"The most exciting phrase to hear in sci-
ence, the one that heralds the new dis-
coveries, is not 'Eureka!' (I found it) but 
'That's funny....'"  

-- Isaac Asimov, writer  

Educator Resources 

http://www.nsta.org/parents/
http://www.nsta.org/parents/
http://www.nsta.org/publications/freebies.aspx
http://www.nsta.org/publications/freebies.aspx
http://www.agclassroom.org/teacher/matrix/
http://www.nd.gov/aitc/teachers/
http://minnesota.agclassroom.org/educator/index.cfm
http://www.aitc.mb.ca/educational-resources
http://www.aitc.mb.ca/educational-resources
http://www.agclassroom.org/teacher/award.htm
http://www.agclassroom.org/teacher/award.htm
http://www.agclassroom.org/teacher/award.htm
http://www.climategen.org/blog/climate-lessons-update-september-2016/
http://www.climategen.org/blog/climate-lessons-update-september-2016/
http://www.climategen.org/what-we-do/education/climate-change-and-energy-curricula/curriculum-guides/
https://xkcd.com/1732/
https://xkcd.com/402/
http://www.birdsleuth.org/free-resources/
http://www.birdsleuth.org/free-resources/
http://www.childrenandnature.org/learn/research-digest/
http://www.childrenandnature.org/learn/research-digest/
http://www.childrenandnature.org/learn/research/
http://www.yesmagazine.org/planet/we-cant-solve-climate-change-without-teaching-it-why-more-classes-are-heading-outside-20160222
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/whaf/index.html
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Crookston Oxcart Days Canoe and Kayak Race Revived. On August 20th, canoeists and kayak-
ers headed upstream on the Red Lake River from Central Park to the turnaround buoy before paddling back to 
the start/finish line. The Crookston Chamber of Commerce and local sponsors revived the race as part of a re-
newed effort to promote recreation opportunities associated with the Red Lake River. Paddlers were very 
pleased with the participation t-shirts and refreshments provided and the overall race organization. All gave a 
big thumbs-up to keep it going as an annual tradition. 

******************************************************************************* 

River of Dreams Update: A number of canoes released by elementary students in May of this year have 
been found, reported to the RODs website and re-released on their “journey to the sea.” Students share some 
of their thoughts about the project in this short video.  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Jessica Ross, artist and River Watch senior high stu-
dent from Fisher, MN helped the 4th grade students 
at Fisher with their canoe releases. She also shared 
her considerable talent as an artist by decorating sev-
eral ROD canoes with very unique artwork depicting 
river life. Two are shown here. 

Water  News of Note 

Minnesota’s Threatened Rivers 
features three articles about the 
Mississippi, Red, and Chippewa 
rivers with examples of issues fac-
ing rivers in Minnesota and possi-
ble solutions . Issues for the Red 
River include the often noted nu-
trient pollution from the U.S. side 
of the border and the resultant al-
gae and other issues impacting 
Lake Winnipeg. 

Fargo-Moorhead Flood Diver-
sion. Minnesota has denied a 
permit needed for construction of 
a high-hazard dam across the Red 
River as part of the F-M Diversion 
project as reported in this article. 
The Diversion Authority and the 
Army Corps will keep talking 
with Minnesota officials to try and 
resolve differences.   

Overland flooding conditions in 
the Wild Rice Watershed from 
unusually heavy late summer rains 
were captured in this video by 
IWI’s Andy Ulven while monitor-
ing. Many watersheds have expe-
rienced higher peak flows this 
year during late summer than dur-
ing the spring melt and runoff pe-
riod when flows are normally at 
their highest. 

“Economics of Water Quality” is the theme of the Eastern South Dakota Water Conference being held Octo-
ber 27th at South Dakota State University in Brookings. Keynote speakers, 
concurrent sessions, and student presentations and posters will feature differ-
ent aspects of water as an environmental good that provides critical services 
for recreation, economic development, agricultural and domestic use. Online 
registration and the conference agenda are available at the link above. 

https://riverofdreams.org/about
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNjQBUed8Gg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.startribune.com/mighty-mississippi-river-faces-mounting-environmental-threats/393294611/#/
http://www.startribune.com/minnesota-north-dakota-at-a-standoff-over-2-billion-red-river-project/396420051/
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalWaterInstitute/videos/1007019129396315/
http://www.sdstate.edu/agricultural-and-biosystems-engineering/eastern-south-dakota-water-conference
http://www.sdstate.edu/sites/default/files/2016%20ESDWC%20Final%20Schedule-updated_1.pdf
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River Keepers Water Festival  
 Sept 20th-26th, Hjemkomst Center, Moorhead 

T he wonders of water were shared with over 2,157 4th grade students 
from Lake Park-Audubon, Dilworth, Glyndon-Felton, Moorhead, 

Barnesville, Horace, Fargo, and West Fargo attending the 5 day Water 
Festival coordinated by River Keepers  

Students rotated through interactive sessions on a variety of water topics 
including water quality, wetlands, how rivers work, storm water, the wa-
ter cycle, wastewater, enjoying nature through your senses, and many 
more.   

A large group session featured “Capt’n Steve” telling the story of  the Red 
River in Fargo-Moorhead while using chalk to draw a mural illustrating 
this history. When he was done there was a mural on the wall to help stu-

dents visualize the 
amazing story of the 
Red River! 

Special thanks to the many volunteers including students, 
teachers, and natural resource professionals who led the 
sessions and the many sponsors who help make the water 
festival possible. It is truly a fun-filled day(s) of hands-on 
learning—a unique experience students will not forget.  

F ourth grade students became watershed scientists and explored many 
aspects of how watersheds work at two water festivals held in north-

west Minnesota in September. Over 630 students from 21 schools had 
opportunities to experiment and learn about the wonders of water from 
many perspectives.  

Students created floods and learned what might be done to minimize 
flood risks. They also traced the flow of groundwater through models 
used to demonstrate surface and ground water interactions and how to 
prevent contaminating our underground aquifers.  

Fish painting was 
again a hit as well as 
the fishing pole casting 
station. Furs at the 
trapping station prompted students to think about wildlife con-
nections to water.  

Coordinated by local Soil and Water Conservation District 
staff, the annual water festivals are made possible by the com-
mitment of many presenters from SWCDs, NRCS, USFWS, 
watershed districts, nonprofits, and citizen volunteers. Thanks 
to all!  

 Northwest Minnesota Water Festival  
 Sept 27th-Warren & Sept 28-Rydell Refuge 
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IWI staff and River Watch teams are finding some of the most scenic river reaches are where rivers cross the beach 
ridges of glacial Lake Agassiz. The three trips below feature scenic reaches of three different rivers—all of them in the 
Agassiz beach ridge areas. Funding for the River Explorers program is made available through the Minnesota Clean 
Water Legacy Fund, the Red River Watershed Management Board, and local watershed districts.  
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The Fisher River Watch team visited a neighboring wa-
tershed to paddle a fun 3.3 mile reach of the Sand Hill 
River in the Fer tile area in ear ly August..  

University of MN-Crookston River Watch Coordinator 
Laura Bell led the team through this beach ridge area of 
the Sand Hill River with overhanging trees, rock riffles, 
and yes, golf balls from duffers playing the neighboring 
golf course. 

River Explorers ~ Summer/Fall 2016 

High water provided opportunity for the Norman Coun-
ty East RW team to paddle a 3.6 mile reach of the 
Wild Rice River near  Twin Valley in September .  

The team reported no tree snags or obstructions in this 
river reach while observing abundant wildlife including 
deer, hawks, mussels, two river otters, and a fox. 

The Red Lake Falls RW team kayaked a 4.8 
mile reach of the Red Lake River in July from 
MN Hwy 32 to the downstream confluence with 
the Clearwater River at Sportsmen’s Park. 

Rocks and rapids challenged the group in this beach ridge area that 
passes below tall bluffs with hundreds of cliff swallow nests.  

The Crookston RW team explored a flatter reach of the Red Lake River, paddling 3.6 miles from upstream 
of Crook- ston at City owned property  
along U.S. 
Hwy 2 with 
river access 
to the Cen-
tral Park 
boat ramp. 
Eagles, 
great blue 
herons, and 

 Norman County East Team enjoyed scenic Wild Rice R. 

Bluffs in Red Lake Falls area 

Some members of Crookston RW team lined up for river photo-op 

Fisher team paddling Sand 
Hill River in the Fertile area 

 Red Lake Falls RW Team watchful of turbulence 

Follow the Leader? Drafting? Fun! 
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River Watch Fall Kick-Offs Provide  
Learning & Paddle Opportunity 

High school River Watch teams met in 
Thief River Falls, East Grand Forks, and 
Moorhead for  the annual Fall Kick-offs. 
The theme for the March RW Forum post-
er presentation was announced. Teams 
were tasked with preparing and presenting 
lessons related to their local watershed to 
4th or 5th grade students in their schools. 
Teams will report on results of their expe-
rience at the 2017 RW Forum.  

Photos by  

Andy Ulven and 

 Wayne Goeken 

Exploration of the Red River through Moorhead 

Enjoying fall colors along Red Lake River in Thief River Falls 

Paddling the Red River in East Grand Forks area 

During the Fall Kick-off 
day, students enjoyed pad-
dling 10 person voyageur 
canoes through partnership 
with Wilderness Inquiry, a 
Minneapolis based non-
profit dedicated to providing 
outdoor recreation opportu-
nities for all.  Wilderness 
Inquiry staff led paddle out-
ings on the Red Lake, Thief, 
and Red Rivers as students 
learned more about the his-
tory and functions of rivers 
in the Red River basin. 

Two news stories at the 
following links provide 
more details about the 
River Watch program and 
the Fall Kick-off activi-
ties, one in the Grand 
Forks Herald and another 
in the Northern Watch.  

Over 150 students from 16 River Watch 
teams paddled the Voyageur canoes. 

Headwaters, tributaries, confluences and more river 
terms were reinforced as students “became” rivers Feedback and further thoughts 

http://www.grandforksherald.com/news/education/4130245-area-students-paddle-red-river-watershed-education-and-flood-research
http://www.grandforksherald.com/news/education/4130245-area-students-paddle-red-river-watershed-education-and-flood-research
http://www.trftimes.com/sites/default/files/100816.pdf
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GiveMN.org’s Give to the Max Day is Thursday, November 17th! 
The International Water Institute is raising funds for our educational 
programs and would appreciate your help. The first $1000 in dona-
tions will be matched by one of our generous sponsors! You can 
help us grow our programs by donating to the International Water 
Institute’s educational programs by donating at this link.  
 

Donations will help support two of IWI’s most popular programs—River Explorers and River of Dreams.   
 

River Explorers gives high school River Watch teams the chance to make hands-on connections to their local 
watersheds by joining IWI staff on kayak paddling excur-
sions. These outings are fun and educational team build-
ing opportunities and offer an up-close view of watershed 
conditions. Donations help cover costs of additional and 
replacement equipment, allowing more students to safely 
participate as well as providing paddling opportunities to 
community audiences. 
 

River of Dreams introduces 4th and 5th grade students to 
the connectivity of our planet’s water supply and the Red 
River Basin’s ultimate outlet: Hudson 
Bay. The program begins with reading 
the 1941 children’s classic “Paddle-to-
the-Sea,” by Holling C. Holling, prior to 
in-class lessons and activities with IWI 
staff. Each participant puts their creativ-
ity to the test by writing a dream (poem 
or short story) and decorating a 14” ce-
dar canoe for launch into local rivers to 
replicate the “Paddle-to-the-Sea” jour-
ney. Students can track their canoe’s progress using our mobile-

friendly site, 
riverofdreams.org, to 
keep tabs on canoe 
sightings down-
stream. Donations 
will help defray 
costs of producing 
the hand-made cedar 
canoes that the stu-
dents enjoy decorat-
ing and launching. 

Thank you for your 
support! 

Past Program Support  
Appreciated 

One of the donors responding to last 
year’s Give to the Max Day was the 
Red Lake Watershed District—
providing $500 to help support the 
River Explorers program.  

Subsequent to that donation, IWI staff 
met with students at Park Christian 
High School in Moorhead who are 
involved with a program of the Barry 
Foundation called Philanthropy and 
Youth (PaY). The program encour-
ages students to inspire others, to lead 
in new ways, and to share their skills 
and talents with the community 
through philanthropic endeavors. The 
students donated $1,000 to IWI to 
support the River Explorers program.  

These donations were used to pur-
chase larger capacity kayaks and addi-
tional paddling equipment to safely 
accommodate a wider range of partic-
ipants in the River Explorers program. 

https://www.givemn.org/
https://givemn.org/organization/international-water-institute-20151013034658
https://riverofdreams.org/about
http://redlakewatershed.org/
http://parkchristianschool.org/clubs/pay.php
http://parkchristianschool.org/clubs/pay.php


 

IWI Personnel News 

 

Contact Information: 

Wayne Goeken 

River Rendezvous Editor 

218-280-0516  or 
wayne@iwinst.org 

 

 

 

River Rendezvous is produced 

by River Watch, a citizen wa-

ter monitoring and  

education program of the  

International Water Institute 

Available on-line here or at  

www.iwinst.org/education/

educate-me/newsletter 

 

Interested in  River 

Watch activities?  

Contact Danni Halvorson at  

218-280-0515 or  

danni@iwinst.org 

 

  

 

Red River Resources: Send your events, links, and information for inclusion 
in the newsletter to Wayne Goeken. 
 

River Watch Schools: Send us your photos, news releases and interesting 
facts. Have a question? Send it our way and we’ll report back! 
 

Monitoring, analysis, and education assistance for River Watch Teams: 
Danni Halvorson  218-280-0515, danni@iwinst.org 
Asher Kingery   701-331-9259, asher@iwinst.org 
Andy Ulven   701-429-4518, andy@iwinst.org  
Michael Knudson  320-282-4510, michael@iwinst.org 
Ashley Hitt   218-681-5800, ashley.hitt@wiktel.com 
Laura Bell   218-281-8131, lbell@umn.edu 
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Thanks Evelyn! After  eight years of River  Watch in-
volvement and monitoring water quality for the IWI in 
the southern half of the MN Red River Basin, Evelyn 
Ashiamah has taken a position at MPCA-Detroit Lakes as 
Monitoring Specialist. Evelyn went out of her way to help 
RW students better understand river dynamics and how 
important their contribution is as citizen scientists to the 
future health of their watershed. Congratulations and best 
wishes Evelyn! We’ll miss your optimism and ever-
pleasant personality, but we look forward to continuing to 
work with you in your new position. 

********************************************* 

Michael Knudson has been hired by the IWI to provide assistance with water 
quality monitoring as well as assisting with River Watch 
and GIS needs at the IWI. Michael has a Natural Re-
source Management B.S. degree from UofMn, Crook-
ston and a M.S. from the Univ. of North Dakota in De-
partment of Earth System Science and Policy. Most re-
cently he has served as an Agriculture and Natural Re-
source Extension Agent for NDSU Extension Service in 
Grand Forks County and also teaching GIS Applications 
at the UofMn, Crookston. Michael begins with IWI  on 
Oct. 17. Welcome Michael! 

Sincere appreciation to the Red River Watershed Manage-
ment Board and its member watershed districts for funding 
support for the International Water Institute’s River Watch 
program and the many opportunities it continues to provide 
for youth engagement in watershed education. Thank you 
for helping make a difference. 

http://www.iwinst.org/education/educate-me/newsletter
http://www.iwinst.org/education/educate-me/newsletter
http://www.iwinst.org/education/educate-me/newsletter

