
RIVER RENDEZVOUS

The 2025 Fall season brought us great weather
and a great time for River Watch activities! 

From August through November our River
Watch teams participated in over 40 Water
Quality Monitoring events, 9 Macroinvertebrate
sampling events, and 4 River Explorer trips!
Students took advantage of the mild weather
and were able to sample well into November
before cold weather and ice took hold.  
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RIVER WATCH FALL
KICKOFFS

FALL RW ACTIVITIES

Fall Kickoffs bring students and teachers together
from across the Red River Basin to focus on the
upcoming River Watch Forum assignment and to
enjoy a day on local rivers.  This year we partnered
with Wilderness Inquiry to paddle in their 10-
person canoes and had five of the sunniest and
warmest Fall days in recent memory.

River Watch Teams are tasked with developing a
new watershed education activity designed for K-3
classrooms.  We’re hoping to add the best idea to
our suite of watershed education activities!  
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MINNESOTA WATERSHEDS
CONFERENCE 

The IWI Stewardship Project is keeping Chuck, Grit, and Josh quite busy. It delivers field-scale
information on farm profitability, agricultural sustainability, land stewardship and water outcomes
associated with farm operations. During the summer and fall 2025, approximately 21,000
additional acres of soybean fields were enrolled into the program, and field stewardship ratings
were processed in Wayfindr. The underlying methodology and calculation procedures were
refined and updated. Stewardship certificates are currently being generated to accompany
commodity shipments; these certificates summarize the estimated reductions in soil erosion as
well as phosphorus and water runoff from the conservation practices implemented on enrolled
fields.

WHATS GOING ON AT RESEARCH AT IWI?

Asher and Alyssa represented IWI at this
year’s Minnesota Watersheds Conference held
in Nisswa, MN.  They presented on IWI’s
educational programs and the eight step
framework for building an educational
program. 

Asher and Alyssa were also able to attend
presentations from watershed organizations
throughout Minnesota, hearing from many
industry professionals including Robert Sip
from the RRWMB



The IWI Map Portal, a
critical resource for water
management, planning,
and decision-making
across the Red River
Basin, underwent a major
infrastructure update. The
server architecture was
rebuilt, data were migrated
to the latest PostgreSQL
database, ArcGIS Server
was upgraded to a newer
version, and core the web
application functionality
was rewritten.
Legacy backend data are
currently being replaced
with 2021 Lidar data for
the Minnesota portion of
the Red River Basin.
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RIVER OF DREAMS

January 13  -15 : Red River Basin
Commission Conference - Winnipeg, MB 

th th

January 28  : Nonpoint Source Pollution
Task Force Meeting - Bismarck, ND

th

February 25 : 31  Annual River Watch
Forum - Grand Forks, ND

th st

UPCOMING DATES

~Taylor Lemieux~

The 2026 River of Dreams season is gearing
up! We are expecting 48 elementary schools
with about 1,800 students to participate in the
program this year. Classroom presentations
will begin in late January and canoe launches
will start in the spring. Keep an eye on our
social media for updates!
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