
RIVER RENDEZVOUS

Our keynote speaker for the 2026 forum was Kent
Lewarne! Kent is an educator in Biology and
Chemistry who retired in 2019 after 33 years. He
has been the program Coordinator for the South
Central Eco Institute River Watch Program since
2010, modeling their program after our own River
Watch Program. 

Kent received the Voyageur Award at the 2014 River
Watch Forum for his work on the River Watch
program and spoke to students about his experience
in watershed education and the importance of
citizen science within the Red River Basin. 
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RIVER WATCH FORUM
RECAP

KENT LEWARNE

The River Watch Forum took place on February
25 , 2026 at the Alerus Center in Grand Forks, ND.  
Students had the opportunity to experience a
keynote speaker, explore outdoor career and post-
secondary education opportunities, and participate
in hands-on collaborative art!
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Students also presented their WatershEducation
forum projects in the form of a poster and a “Shark
Tank” style pitch where they worked to “sell” their
educational program to judges.  In September,
students were tasked with creating a watershed
education program that focused on a grade level
within the K-3 educational sphere. 

Students listen
to Keynote

Speaker Kent
Lewarne
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FORUM AWARDS

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Eight awards were given for student projects!

Judges Choice - Scored by Industry Professionals!
Gold: Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton High School
Silver: Clearbrook-Gonvick High School
Bronze: Cavalier High School

Peoples Choice - Scored by Students!
Gold: Norman County East High School
Silver: East Grand Forks Sacred Heart High School
Bronze: Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton Highschool

MN Managers Choice: Thief River Falls High School
ND Managers Choice: Lakota High School

The International Water Institute awards two
scholarships every year at the River Watch Forum
through the George (Bud) Sinner Scholarship
Program. 

The River Watch Scholarship is available to High
School Seniors who have participated in the River
Watch Program. The Water & Natural Resources
Scholarship is available to any High School
Senior  who is planning on seeking higher
education in Water Resources, Natural Resources
or related fields of study. 

Scholarships were awarded to Joely Hinrichs-
Olson from Clearbrook-Gonvick High School,
and Malory Kemp from Cavalier High School!

Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton
pose for a picture with their
Judges Choice Gold Award
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RIVER RENDEZVOUS
RIVER OF DREAMS

IWI staff wrapped up the 2026 River of
Dreams season in May.  The River of Dreams
program reached over 1,800 students within the
Red River basin this year!

Be sure to keep your eye out for canoes when
you are out and about, and check out our
program website,  riverofdreams.org if you
would like to read student dreams, check out
their canoe designs, or check in on recent
sightings! 

2026 RIVER WATCH RETREAT

Ulen-Hitterdal 5  Grade
pose with their canoes

before launching
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The River Watch Retreat took place again this year at
the University of Minnesota - Crookston! From June
23  - June 25 , students were able to participate in
outdoor activities, watershed education based field
trips, leadership opportunities, cookouts, campfires &
s’mores, tie dying and more with fellow River Watch
students from throughout the basin! 
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This year students had the opportunity to join
industry professionals for a guided tour of the
Fargo/Moorhead Red River Diversion project. Thank
you to Houston and Moore Engineering for
transportation, and the Fargo Public Schools Federal
Credit Union for lunch at Buffalo Wild Wings!

RW Students tour a
diversion inlet structure that

is still under construction

http://riverofdreams.org/
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RURAL FLOOD MAPPING

This mapping project in northwestern
Minnesota supports the protection of
agricultural lands from flooding during the
growing season by providing detailed analyses
of flood extent and duration resulting from
summer rainfall events. Using the Rain-on-
Grid methodology within a HEC-RAS 2D
hydraulic model, the project simulates both
synthetic design storms and historic rainfall
events based on incremental rainfall estimates.
The modeling also accounts for flooding that
occurs behind roadways, including the
associated storage and flow attenuation effects.

Flood inundation extent for
a 10-year rain event

2D Model Mesh with 
variable cell sizeThe output spatial data provide watershed

districts and local project teams with improved
information about areas vulnerable to localized
flooding and erosion caused by increasingly
frequent and intense rainfall events. Unlike
traditional flood studies that focus primarily on
areas adjacent to major streams, this analysis
evaluates flooding across entire subwatersheds,
offering a more comprehensive understanding
of flood risk. The resulting information will
help identify priority areas for conservation,
restoration, infrastructure improvements, and
targeted flood mitigation efforts.
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THANK YOU CHUCK! HAPPY RETIREMENT!

September 21  -25  : River Watch Fall
Kickoffs with Wilderness Inquiry

st th

February 24 , 2027: 32nd Annual River
Watch Forum

th

UPCOMING DATES

Charles “Chuck” Fritz has spent the last 25 years as the spearhead and Executive Director of the
International Water Institute, and has dedicated over 30 years to helping decision makers make
sound, science-backed decisions about water resources throughout the Red River Basin. 

As Executive Director of IWI, Chuck has worked toward expanding water quality programs,
flood risk reduction. agricultural conservation, watershed research, and watershed education
programs such as our own River Watch and River of Dreams programs. 

We at IWI extend our deepest appreciation to Chuck for his
continued strong leadership and support to IWI programs
throughout the years. Students, industry professionals,
researchers, and more have all felt the affects in one way or
another of his long career in the industry.  Because of his
leadership, IWI can be turned to as a trusted source of
collaboration, research and education that provides support
and opportunities to those throughout the Red River Basin. 

Join us in thanking Chuck for his many years of service,
and wishing him a restful and enjoyable retirement! 
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